
TOTNES RAMBLERS 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING – 20 OCTOBER 2017 

MINUTES 

 

The meeting opened with a minute’s silence in remembrance of the past Chairman Bryan Hartley, 

and members Marian Walker and Audrey Bowden. 

 

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE were received from Barbara & Chris Leigh, Barbara & Ian Knee, Rita & 

Tony Collins, Suzie Donabie, Chris Mindang, Tony Hillier, Sally Van Cruyningen, Rose Marie & Richard 

Duffield & Hazel & Terry Blackmore.  

 

MINUTES  OF 2016 AGM were agreed as an accurate record and signed by the Chairman.  There 

were no matters arising. 

 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT: 

 The Chairman reported on the many activities that had taken place during the year.  The 

walks held on Wednesdays and Sundays, the various social events and holidays, had all been very 

successful.  Walks information was now included on the website which was increasingly used. 

 In referring to the Edward Franklin legacy, the Chairman was pleased to report that the 

Franklin Totnes Trail and the Franklin Memorial Walk from Princetown had both been successfully 

launched. 

 Andrew said that he had tried to involve the Group in several new activities, including the 

South West Coast Path challenge and the Festival of Winter Walks and Summer Walks. 

 Andrew was now Chairman of the Devon Area of Ramblers, and he outlined some of the 

activities, meetings, etc., which this involved. 

 Totnes Ramblers would be responsible for organising the Area AGM next February, which 

would be held in the Conference Centre at Buckfast Abbey.  He hoped that many members would 

attend this event, and there were fliers available giving details. 

 The Chairman expressed his warmest thanks to all those who, in various different ways, had 

contributed to the smooth running of the group. He gave special thanks to those members (Ron, 

Sylvia & John, Jim, Doug and Chris) who were stepping down from their posts after many years’ 

service.  Small presentations were made to them. 

 

SECRETARY’S REPORT: 

The Secretary reported on a very successful year which, apart from the walks, had included trips to 

places of interest, three holidays (in Falmouth, Brittany and Greece) and, as a “special”, members 

had followed the Liberty Trail (28 miles between Somerset and Lyme Regis) 



TREASURER’S REPORT: 

The Treasurer introduced his accounts, which gave details of income and expenditure 

relating to each group’s activities over the year. 

The Social Account had had a busy year, with a balance of £1292.03 to carry forward. 

The Ramblers Account now included the Edward Franklin Legacy fund, the income from 

which comprised £959.59 interest on the £75,000  banked with the Hampshire Trust Bank. 

The overall amount to be carried forward was £91027.83, of which £90785.99 was the 

amount remaining of the Legacy, and £241.84 belonging to the group.  

It was agreed that the Accounts be accepted, and that Jim Jones be re-elected as Auditor for 

the coming year. 

 

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY’S REPORT: 

 Stanley reported that membership was slightly down on numbers (142 compared with 156 

last year).  There were various reasons for this, and he did not think that it was a cause for concern.  

He hoped that the introduction of the Totnes Trail leaflets might encourage new members.  The 

Chairman said that it had been agreed to send out Ramblers’ programmes to local Information 

Centres, Libraries, etc. 

 

S0CIAL SECRETARY’S REPORT: 

 Val reported on the very many social activities that had taken place throughout the year, 

including a Surprise Dutch picnic to celebrate Liz’s special birthday.  She expressed her gratitude for 

the support she had received. 

 A number of events had been planned for future months and details were available at the 

meeting. 

 

LONG WALKS CO-ORDINATORS’ REPORT: 

 John reported on a successful year of walks, ranging between 7.5 and 12 miles, with only 

one cancellation.  Numbers of walkers had ranged from 6 to 38, and the decision to include some 

longer walks had proved popular. 

 Sylvia & John were grateful to the many new members who had stepped forward to lead 

walks. 

 

SHORT WALKS CO-ORDINATOR’S REPORT: 

 Jim reported on a wide variety of walks, numbers of walkers varying from 5 to 24.  Three 

walks had been cancelled because of weather.  He stressed the importance of members checking 

their e-mails and the website, as last-minute changes were circulated that way. 

 Jim expressed his grateful thanks to all those who had offered to lead walks during the year. 



 

SUNDAY WALKS CO-ORDINATORS’ REPORT: 

 Grahame reported on a variety of walks that had included a pre-Christmas walk followed by 

mince pies and mulled wine, a BBQ walk, and a picnic followed by a moorland walk.  These had all 

been very much enjoyed.  He expressed his grateful thanks to all those who had led the walks and 

made all the arrangements. 

 

FOOTPATH OFFICER’S REPORT: 

 Trevor reported that all public rights of way had been walked, and minor maintenance 

matters had been dealt with by Devon County Council.  DCC kept him informed of any proposed 

changes to footpaths in the area, and a lot of work was going on.  He urged members to contact him 

if they found any problems with footpaths. 

 Trevor mentioned that the Two Moors Walking Association was looking for volunteers.  A 

Volunteers Welcome event had been organised for Saturday 4 November and Trevor had leaflets 

which gave more information. 

 

WEBMASTER’S REPORT: 

 In the Webmaster’s absence, Andrew briefly outlined his report and reminded the meeting 

that the website contained up-to-date information on all the group’s planned walks. 

 

EDWARD FRANKLIN’S LEGACY (Sub-Committee’s Report: 

 Andrew briefly outlined the Sub-Committee’s activities over the year, the main project 

having been the completion and opening of the Franklin Totnes Trail.  One of the new projects under 

consideration was the very worthwhile one of creating a footbridge near the Avon Dam over the 

Western Wella Brook on the Dartmoor Two Moors Way 

 

REPORT FROM DEVON AREA REPRESENTATIVE: 

 The Chairman introduced James Baldwin, Treasurer of the Devon Area Council. 

 James reported on some of the Area’s activities, one of the main concerns being the 

decreasing number of members of the Ramblers.  £4,000 was being spent on an initiative to tell 

everyone in the area about Ramblers.  He said that it was essential to keep new people coming in. 

 James also outlined some of the activities of the General Council. 

 

ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN: 

 It was proposed and unanimously agreed that Andrew should be re-elected as Chairman. 

 



 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS: 

 The following officers were stepping down from their posts: 

 Sylvia & John Caddick (Long Walks Co-ordinators) 

 Ron Coish (Treasurer) 

 Jim Jones (Short Walks Co-ordinator 

 Doug Smith (assists with preparation of walking programmes) 

 Chris Leigh (Webmaster) 

Chris Leigh had kindly agreed to take on the post of Treasurer; Phyllis & Brian Waldron had kindly 

agreed to take on the post of Long Walk’s Co-ordinators and Jim had kindly agreed to take over 

Doug’s role.  They were thanked and elected unanimously. The roles of Short Walks Co-ordinator 

and Webmaster had not yet been filled. 

a) It was proposed and agreed that the remaining officers should be re-elected en bloc. 

b) It was proposed and agreed that Anna Lunk should become a member of the 

Committee. 

 

GOOD PRACTICE GUIDE TO WALK LEADING: 

The Chairman mentioned that some detailed guidance notes have been circulated to all members 

and placed on our group’s web site. The meeting discussed the leading of walks and important 

guidelines that should be considered, eg rules regarding the crossing of styles, the speed of walks, 

the importance of keeping within the given mileage, whether a description of a walk (eg strenuous) 

should be included on the programme, etc. 

It was agreed that this subject should be discussed at the next Committee Meeting with regard to 

adding a description of the difficulty of each walk to the walk programme. 

 

PROPOSED CHANGES TO DISTRIBUTION OF WALKING PROGRAMMES: 

Jim said that the Committee had discussed possible changes to the way the programmes were 

distributed, and it had been agreed that the next programme should be printed, but also sent out by 

e-mail.  The intention was that all future programmes should be distributed via e-mail.  One of the 

advantages of this would be that the information provided would not be restricted to a couple of 

pages.  Members requiring a printed copy would need to request it. 

 After a brief discussion, this was agreed. 

 

PROPPOSAL FOR WALKING HOLIDAY: 

 Anna Lunk put forward her proposal for a 7-night 2-centre walking holiday in the French & 

Spanish Pyrenees in September 2019.  Jonathan Peat, an experienced walk leader (and a friend of 

Anna’s) would lead the walks.  Activities for non-walkers would also be available.  The cost would be 



£850, with a reduction for shared rooms.  This would not include the cost of travel to Toulouse, 

where clients would be met by Jonathan. 

 No firm arrangements could be made until it was known how many people might wish to 

take part, and Anna asked people to let her know if they were interested. 

 

ANY OTHER BUSINESS: 

 Frank said that, in the past, the programme had been produced four times per year.  He 

wondered whether the walks co-ordinators were happy  with the programme now covering six 

months. 

 The Chairman said that this matter would be discussed with the co-ordinators. 

 

DATE OF NEXT AGM to be agreed. 

  

 

  

  


